
 

 

                                                                                                                     

 



The 2015-18 visual arts portfolio comprises 121 organisations and investment of £39 
million per annum (11 per cent of the total portfolio spend), and the proposed 2018-
22 portfolio is 149 organisations and investment of £44.5 million per annum (11 per 
cent of the total spend). This increase of 28 organisations represents a 23.1 per cent 
increase to the visual arts portfolio. This artform now makes up 18 per cent of the 
overall portfolio, compared to 17 per cent in 2015-18.  
 
England has a remarkable, iconoclastic tradition in the visual arts, and attracts gifted 
artists, curators and leaders from all over the world to work and study here. This 
tradition is supported by a network of public art galleries, artist studios and 
production facilities, producing agencies and professional bodies. 
 
Visual arts in the National Portfolio encompasses artists working in media from 
traditional fine art and crafts to film, video, moving image, photography,  sound, art 
writing and the experimental end of our visual creative industries, such as design and 
architecture.  
 
Attendances for visual arts in the National Portfolio have grown from 15 million to 
nearly 35 million since 2007. Public investment per visitor fell from £1.50 per head 
in 2012 to £1.12 in 2016, with growing earned and philanthropic income making for a 
more resilient sector. 
 
Most of the growth in the 2018-22 portfolio is through small artist led and artist 
focused joiners which will benefit artists clustering in places outside of London, 
building on years of developmental work in these places – notably Birmingham, 
Nottingham, Plymouth, Leeds, Newcastle Gateshead and a series of South East 
coastal towns. A substantial number of these are project spaces and 
studio/production facilities.  
 
These local investments will be complemented by investment in national Sector 
Support Organisations: East Street Arts, a-n The Artists Information Company, 
Artquest, AA2A, Redeye, and Contemporary Visual Arts Network.  
 
In Bristol we will ring fence funding to be deployed in consultation with the sector to 
ensure Bristol develops further its reputation as a vibrant centre of visual arts 
excellence. 
 
The portfolio is strengthened by National Portfolio Organisations joining which 
support Black and minority ethnic talent and disabled artists: Photofusion/198 
Contemporary, Polish Expats Association, Vivid Projects and Outside In. All three 
visual arts Elevate recipients have joined: Artcore, International Curators Forum and 
Venture Arts. We have increased investment in diverse focused National Portfolio 
Organisations including New Art Exchange, Actionspace, Project Art Works, The 
Attenborough Centre, Disability Arts in Shropshire and The Creative Art House. 
 
The integration of museums into the National Portfolio strengthens our visual arts 
offer. This will mean increased investment for Sheffield Art Gallery, Humber 
Museums and the inclusion of the Watts, Burton and Jerwood Galleries along with 
Compton Verney. All of these hold significant art collections and present mixed 
programmes of contemporary and historic art. Other increases in funding will 
strengthen Turner Contemporary and the newly refurbished galleries in 
Southampton and Plymouth. 
 



The 2018-22 portfolio includes new festivals and touring producers: Folkestone 
Triennial, British Ceramics Biennial, Sheffield Doc/Fest, Whitstable Biennial, Arts & 
Heritage, Vivid Projects, Art Gene, Invisible Dust and Somerset Art Works to name a 
few. All of these will help us continue to bring more high quality work to new 
audiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 




