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About this booklet

We are Arts Council England. We 
support arts and culture in the UK.

We believe classical music is 
important. 

We made a report to say why we 
think things need to change in 
classical music. 

This booklet tells you what we think 
of our report.



What we want for classical music

We have some really good
orchestras and conductors. These 
are the people who make classical 
music happen.

Our orchestras perform all over the 
world.

Orchestras also

● give jobs to a lot of musicians.
● reach a lot of people in concert 

halls and theatres.
● reach young people in schools 

and colleges.

Classical music makes a lot of 
people happy but we want to 
bring classical music to even more 
people.



How to bring classical music to 
more people

We want classical music to get 
more money from public funds. This 
is money that comes from taxes 
and the National Lottery.

We want everyone to get the 
chance to experience and enjoy 
classical music. This includes people 
who might be from a different

● background or culture
● area of the UK.

We want classical music to be for 

● disabled people.
● people from different genders.

We know that learning to play an 
instrument might not be possible for 
a lot of people. We want to make 
it easier for more people to take 
part and learn to play.



What is in our report

We are working together with other 
groups to make this happen. For 
example, we are working with

● Association of British Orchestras
● Musician’s Union
● Conservatoires UK – this is where 

young people study music
● BBC
● Paraorchestra – this is an 

orchestra for disabled musicians
● Chineke! Orchestra – this is an 

orchestra for people of colour
● Bournemouth Symphony 

Orchestra.

We want to thank everyone who 
helped us to find out more.

We will use the learning in our 
report to find ways to change who 
takes part in classical music.



What we found out

We worked with a data company 
to look at the numbers of people 
who take part in classical music 
and where they come from.

Learning to play an instrument is 
not an option for a lot of people 
from different backgrounds and 
places.

This learning and data tells us a lot 
about 

● children who start to play music.
● adults who go on to play

classical music as a job.

We found out that lots of people 
don’t have access to learn 
classical music. This can be 
because they don’t 

● grow up with this kind of music.
● have the money for music lessons.



More about what we found out

We found out that girls play 
classical music but then don’t 
always go on to get a job in 
classical music.

A lot of what we found out is not a 
surprise. But it does mean that 
things have to change.

We have tried to change things in 
the past. For example we have

● worked in education and with
National Youth Orchestras.

● worked with the Paraorchestra
to get more disabled people
involved in classical music.

● supported Black Lives in Music.
● worked with other classical

music groups to put more
money into bringing classical
music to more people.



What we need to do

1. Support more young people to 
take part in classical music.

2. Look at how people experience 
classical music at home.

3. Work with classical music 
organisations, including ballet 
and opera.

4. Work with music education hubs 
so more children can take part 
at school.

5. Get more data and information 
on what is happening in classical 
music and in society.

6. Support more people from 
different backgrounds who 
don’t usually take part.

7. Increase support for individuals 
and freelancers.

8. Build a strong working group of 
people who care about 
classical music.

9. Share our report with as many 
groups and organisations as we 
can.



Thank you to A2i for the words
www.a2i.co.uk (reference 34129)

The full version of this document is called 
“Response to Fairer Inclusive Classical 
Music Report”

http://www.a2i.co.uk/
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