
 

 

 

 

Projects marked with an asterisk have recently been awarded new funds to build on their 

achievements and continue to develop and deliver new arts and cultural activity in their 

communities. 

 

 

Appetite - Stoke-on-Trent* 

 

Lead organisation: Stoke-on-Trent / North Staffordshire Theatre Trust 

Grant: £2,999,431 (original) + £1,000,000 (new funds) 

 

This is a 10-year vision to whet Stoke-on-Trent's appetite for the arts – getting more people to 

experience and be inspired by them. Appetite aims to show there are as many different ways to 

enjoy the arts as there are to eat a meal. They want art to be enjoyed anywhere and everywhere – 

from high streets to hospitals, pubs to parks. Appetite works with community groups and hubs 

across the area to develop new ideas, skills and experiences, so people can go on to develop their 

own art events. The project also offers development opportunities for local and visiting artists, to 

create new ideas and help build the profile of Stoke as an artistic city. 

 

 Outdoor arts festival The Big Feast took place in August 2014, with 77 shows and 

performances 

 The Taster Menu served up a diverse range of events in everyday places in 2013 

 Play Me, I’m Yours decorated the streets of Stoke-on-Trent with 16 decorated pianos, 

available for all to play 

 30,000 people took place in the Taster Menu events and The Big Feast; over 140,000 

witnessed Play Me, I’m Yours 

  

"Feeling proud of the city... seeing likeminded intelligent people in a place that is normally 

empty." - Big Feast audience member 

 

Website | Twitter | Facebook 

 

 

bait - South East Northumberland* 

 

Lead organisation: Woodhorn Charitable Trust 

Grant: £2,461,400 (original) + £998,421 (new funds) 

 

Stage and screen writer Lee Hall (Billy Elliot, The Pitmen Painters) is the artistic sponsor for this 

project. It is inspired by the real life Pitmen Painters, whose main collection is now exhibited at 

Woodhorn. It aims to bring new and engaging art to the area, working with the local community 

and national and international artists, after an initial public consultation on what South East 

Northumberland considers to be 'great art'. 

Creative People and Places fund 
 

The projects: round 1 

http://www.appetitestoke.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/appetitestoke
https://www.facebook.com/appetite.stoke/


 

 

 

 

 bait has worked with over 100 partners to deliver 45 projects across South East 

Northumberland, with over 1,000 hours of activity and 16,699 opportunities for locals to 

take part 

 Market Stall, a new outdoor theatre piece, was produced with C-12 Dance Theatre in April 

2014. It has since toured festivals including Greenwich Docklands Festival and Glasgow’s 

Commonwealth Games 

 bait’s Time to Celebrate magazine has many more stories from the programme 

  

The next phase of the bait programme will continue to enable communities and artists to make 

great work together. It will also support the development of skills and wellbeing outcomes for 

people taking part. Connecting to a series of exciting events taking place in the area, the 

programme will create increased profile for the arts in the area. 

 

“My confidence has really grown, I feel totally different.” - Rowan Tinlin, Service Manager for the 

Royal Voluntary Service (on taking part in Older People Dance training programme) 

 

Website | Twitter | Facebook 

 

 

Creative Barking and Dagenham - Barking and Dagenham, London* 

 

Lead organisation: Studio 3 Arts 

Grant: £838,500 (original) + £735,000 (new funds) 

 

Creative Barking & Dagenham’s project The Market builds on their deep knowledge of the 

borough's various communities. It involves nine commissions of varying scales from local, national 

and international artists. By creating dialogue between the communities and commissioned artists, 

the project enables a flow of ideas and creativity – with each group learning from the other. 

The new funds will enable ambitious plans for 2016-19, including: a summer and winter festival 

programme; artist residencies; commissioning creative activity led by local individuals and 

organisations; a continuing professional development programme; a trips and visits offer across 

the artforms; and the development of the popular Cultural Connectors network. 

 

 

Ideas Test - Swale and Medway 

 

Lead organisation: Swale and Medway Consortium 

Grant: £1,476,000 

 

Ideas Test aims to increase arts participation for everyone in Swale and Medway by supporting the 

growth of creativity, invention and imagination. By working with local communities and making 

links between organisations and people, Ideas Test is inspiring a greater appetite for the arts in 

local people, and will research new models and ways of engagement. 

 

 Ideas Test has given financial support and professional development to emerging arts 

businesses including Cabaret Club, Unravel & Unwind and Pestiferous 

 New amateur groups have been established, such as the River Voice Community Choir 

 Over 100 artists have reached over 15,000 people through 64 projects 

http://issuu.com/baittimeto/docs/bait-magazine-issue_1sp
http://www.baittime.to/
https://twitter.com/bait_timeto
https://www.facebook.com/baittimeto


 

 

 

“A very stimulating and immensely funny event that had the clear aim of encouraging people to 

use their local library.” – Audience member, about a site-specific performance in a library 

 

Website | Twitter | Facebook 

 

 

LeftCoast - Blackpool and Wyre* 

 

Lead organisation: Blackpool Coastal Housing 

Grant: £3,000,000 (original) + £1,000,000 (new funds) 

 

LeftCoast aims to engage and excite audiences in Blackpool and Wyre, bringing world class arts to 

people living on the Fylde Coast. The project also aims to develop the skills of local artists and 

organisations, as well as improving the area’s arts infrastructure. 

 

 25,000 audience members attended 60 events and 45 workshops 

 Two new art spaces were created 

 SpareParts, a new outdoor art festival, was created in Fleetwood (in partnership with 

Fleetwood Festival of Transport) 

 

LeftCoast’s ambition with their new funds is to creatively develop the unique cultural DNA of 

Blackpool and Wyre – to create a place where it is possible to be yourself, to experiment and 

produce amazing new work. They’ve identified five areas of focus: strengthening the community’s 

involvement in decision-making; taking the lead in the cultural vision of organisations across the 

region; creating partnerships to develop the arts and culture offer in the area; commissioning 

world-class activities; and ensuring all of this is sustainable.  

 

“I never thought I’d see that in Fleetwood” - Audience member at SpareParts Festival 

 

Website | Twitter | Facebook 

 

 

Right Up Our Street - Doncaster* 

 

Lead organisation: Doncast Community Arts (DARTS) 

Grant: £2,570,924 (original) + £775,530 (new funds) 

 

Right Up Our Street is about people in Doncaster choosing, making, seeing and sharing brilliant 

cultural ideas. It makes art and performance happen right across the city, with special ‘Arts 

Supporters’ in key areas around the borough. The surprising and exciting experiences range from 

performance spectacles and high-quality commissions to the development of arts-based 

community engagement hubs. 

 

 Local people decided to host an outdoor cinema event in Mexborough and an outdoor 

Poppy installation 

 Two large scale productions have been held so far with the CAST theatre - The Glee Club 

(2013) and Kes (2014) 

 National and local artists animated the streets and empty shops of Doncaster town centre in 

May 2014 

http://www.ideastest.co.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/IdeasTest
http://www.facebook.com/creativepeopleplace
http://www.leftcoast.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/leftcoastuk
http://www.facebook.com/LeftCoastuk


 

 

 

The new funds will help Right Up Our Street develop Doncaster’s annual arts festival, creating an 

exciting and challenging programme as well as bringing the performances to a wider audience. 

 

“You did an amazing thing for Mexborough… you brought the people together again.” - 

Mexborough resident on the outdoor cinema event 

 

Website | Twitter | Facebook 

 

 

Transported - Boston and Lincolnshire* 

 

Lead organisation: Leisure in the Community Ltd (Arts NK) 

Grant: £2,592,183 (original) + £700,000 (new funds) 

 

Transported launched in May 2013 with artist-led consultations, taster activities and 

performances. It aims to break down the barriers preventing people from taking part in arts and 

culture, especially in rural communities. The project finds creative ways to take the arts to where 

people come together: in market places, factory canteens, the school gate or village greens. 

 

 161 events during the first half of 2014, with 16,515 people taking part 

 85% of those taking part or attending said they had not engaged with the arts in the last 12 

months 

 85% said they felt inspired to engage with other arts activities in the next 12 months 

 

The new funds will allow Transported to move into their third phase: sustainability. They aim to 

make choices and build partnerships that stand the best chance of sustaining projects, programmes 

and the value of their investment in the long term. 

 

“Bringing art and entertainment into the community and encouraging community involvement 

can only be a good thing. The fact that it is not static and appears in different locations makes it 

somewhat magical! I hope it can keep going and that it grows.” - Iain Gordon MacCallum Braid, 

participant 

 

Website | Twitter | Facebook  

http://www.rightupourstreet.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/rightuprstreet
http://www.facebook.com/rightupourstreet
http://www.transportedart.com/
https://twitter.com/TransportedArt
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004497317237&fref=ts

