
 

 

                                                                                                                     

 



Our work with children and young people is a key element of the Arts Council’s 10-
year strategy, Great Art and Culture for Everyone. We want every child to have 
opportunities to create, participate in and experience high quality art and cultural 
activities.  
 
However, we know from recent research that disparities of opportunity exist for 
many children and young people, preventing them from benefiting from the 
pleasures, happiness and life-changing skills that art and culture bring. Some 
children and young people face significant barriers to participation in art and culture 
– barriers of income, class, geography, race and ethnicity, faith and disability. In 
addition, we are not reaching children early enough, in the pre-school years, when 
life-long habits are formed. 
 
In October 2015 we launched the Cultural Education Challenge. This is a call for arts 
and cultural organisations, educational institutions and local authorities to come 
together to share resources and create locally targeted, coherent, and visible Cultural 
Education Partnerships. We encourage all our funded organisations to work in 
partnerships which support children to access arts and cultural opportunities. 
 
In 2015, 74 per cent of National Portfolio Organisations included work with children 
and young people, as did 21 Major Partner Museums, our national network of Music 
Education Hubs and the 10 Bridge Organisations. Bridges have a crucial role of 
brokering partnerships between schools and cultural organisations. 
 
While it is important to provide opportunities for children and young people to take 
part in art and culture, these opportunities need to be high quality. We’ve supported 
the development of Quality Principles for cultural education and advocated for high 
quality arts and culture in the curriculum through Artsmark. This important award 
has now been redesigned, by schools for schools. It will be an excellent source of 
evidence for Ofsted, supporting inspectors to better understand the quality of 
cultural education within a school. 
 
There are now approximately 70 Local Cultural Education Partnerships; some are 
fully established, others are still developing. One important example of a functioning 
partnership is Our Future City in Brighton. It has a 10-year vision for the city’s 
children and young people that encourages young people to be creative as well as 
working in partnership to improve their health and wellbeing, and supporting routes 
into employment. 
 
Over the next four years, our work with children and young people will be 
strengthened via the National Portfolio. More organisations, an increase of 14.1 per 
cent, intend to programme work by, with and for children and young people and will 
use the Quality Principles to inform their approach – these emphasise the need to 
involve young people when planning and delivering programmes. 
 
Several organisations have focused on young people as leaders, including Contact 
Theatre in Manchester and Suffolk Libraries, both of which will work to develop the 
skills and resilience of young people as future sector leaders in the arts, library and 
cultural sectors.  
 
There is an increased undertaking from National Portfolio to do work with early 
years children. In the North, Blackpool Grand will deliver an early years’ programme 
and a Festival that builds on its work with partners in Blackpool, an area of low 
engagement with arts and culture. Other strong early years work in the North is 



included in applications from Horse and Bamboo, Z Arts, Opera North, The Sage, 
Baltic, Gem Arts and Music in the Round. 
 
We are also interested in exploring how young people use digital media to experience 
arts and culture. Many organisations plan to widen their digital services. Beatfreeks, 
a youth-led Birmingham organisation, will programme music, spoken word and use 
technology to capture young people’s interest. Birmingham Open Media offers 
cutting edge technology programmes in which children and young people make their 
own work in response to gallery content. In addition Culture 24, a new organisation 
to the Arts Council portfolio, will help museums to create cultural learning content 
for children and young people. 
 
The Arts Council will maintain a strong national commitment to cultural education, 
leading with the Cultural Education Challenge, Cultural Education Partnerships and 
our investment in the National Portfolio.  
 
This programme will be underpinned by work on two major policy initiatives: the 25-
year Creative Talent Plan, being piloted in partnership with De Montfort University 
in Leicester; and the Durham Commission on Creativity and Education, a 
partnership with Durham University.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 




