
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



Arts Council England and the British Council have published the results of their joint research, Supporting UK musicians abroad. The publication explores the funding and development opportunities for British musicians and music organisations to export and develop international markets for their work.
Music, like the rest of the arts, is operating in an increasingly internationalised context. For many years Arts Council England and the British Council have been working, often in partnership with each other and with others such as UK Trade & Investment, to support British musicians and music creators to develop their work and careers abroad.
This has included cultural exchange, artistic research and development, the appearance of British artists at international showcases, visits by international promoters to British festivals and showcases and strategic promotion of particular sectors of British music abroad. We commissioned this research in order to inform the development of a more coherent approach which can be clearly expressed to the music sector.
Through this research we have greater clarity about the ecology of support currently available which will enable us to find ways for all the agencies involved to strengthen their strategic collaborations. The report, by Julia Payne and Adam Jeanes of the hub, has been both informative and helpful in its recommendations. An executive summary, the mapping and gapping research findings, and the description of the wider operating context for the Arts Council and British Council are all published at http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/supportingukmusicians.
We will begin to explore some of the recommendations outlined in the executive summary immediately, for example the suggestion of a more ‘joined up’ approach to strategic planning, showcasing in the UK and overseas, online intelligence and clearer communication of our international priorities. Recommendations relating to touring, internal professional development, evaluation and lobbying and advocacy will inform future developments, and some, such as the suggestion of an entry-level professional development programme will not be possible in the current financial climate.
The findings have informed our Memorandum of Understanding between the Arts Council and British Council and the Arts Council’s consultation document Achieving great art for everyone. Following the consultation our 10-year strategy for the arts will include a revised international policy for the Arts Council. This report has brought increased clarity to the way that the Arts Council and the British Council can work together to benefit the music sector and the arts more widely. 





















