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 Foreword and acknowledgements

I am delighted to introduce the new Arts in England publication, which looks at attendance at, participation in and attitudes towards the arts in England in 2003. The report, the fourth in a series, enables us to look at changes since 2001, at both a national and regional level.  

It is good news that levels of attendance and participation have remained high against a backdrop of increased competition from other leisure activities. The proportion attending at least one arts event in the last year was 79% in 2001 and 80% in 2003. In both years, almost nine in ten (87%) had taken part in at least one arts activity themselves. The research also shows the continued high level of support for public funding of the arts, with 79% of people agreeing that ‘Arts and cultural projects should receive public funding’ – a rise of five percentage points since 2001.

The main value of a survey such as this lies in the use we make of it. Audience development agencies, programmers and venue managers can use the results to target under-represented groups. Findings from previous surveys have informed the development of Arts Council England’s art purchase loan scheme as a national initiative, Arts and Business’s work with sponsorship consultants and a 10-year longitudinal study of the Gateshead Quays development.  

The success of any research project depends on the efforts of many people. I would therefore like to thank all those colleagues throughout Arts Council England who contributed to the development and design of the survey. Particular thanks are due to the members of the Steering Group who oversaw the project: Ben Jeffries from the Arts Council’s London office, Olu Alake, Ann Bridgwood, Phil Cave and Clare Fenn from the Arts Council’s national office and Simon Matty from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council. I would also like to thank the Omnibus team at the Office for National Statistics.
Most importantly, I would like to thank those members of the public who willingly gave their time and cooperation and continue to make the survey a success.

Kim Evans

Executive Director, Arts 
December 2004

Executive summary

Access to up-to-date information about who engages with the arts is central to Arts Council England’s work. It is particularly useful for us to know who is attending what kinds of events and how often, what types of people take part in a range of artistic and cultural activities, and how the public feels about the arts and how they should be funded. In 2003, we commissioned the Office for National Statistics (ONS) to carry out a survey of attendance, participation and attitudes to the arts, the fourth in a series of such surveys. A total of 6,025 people aged 16 and over took part in our survey, providing a rich source of data for policy-makers, audience development agencies, programmers and venue managers. The results also help us to assess the success of our commitment to widening and diversifying audiences for the arts.

Readers of this report have different needs and will use the findings for a range of purposes. We have therefore presented the data in a number of ways. Chapters 2–5 look at the results by theme: attendance, participation, access to the arts through audio-visual and online media, and attitudes to the arts and culture. In Chapter 6 we analyse the findings by region to give a regional picture of engagement with the arts. Here, in this executive summary, we have grouped some of our key findings by artform, so that artform specialists can see the findings of interest to them in one place without needing to work through the separate chapters.

We carried out a comparable survey to this one in 2001 and have highlighted key differences between the two years. Among the headline findings are:

· There has been an increase, from 74% to 79%, in the percentage of people agreeing that ‘Arts and cultural projects should receive public funding’
· The proportion of people visiting an exhibition of art, photography or sculpture in the 12 months before they were interviewed increased from 19% in 2001 to 22% in 2003

· People are much more likely to book tickets or find information about arts events on the internet; this has increased from 9% in 2001 to 16% in 2003. The increase was particularly marked among people below the age of 55
· There has also been a large increase, from 4% to 10%, in the proportion of people who said they had used a computer to make an original piece of art
Combined arts
Combined arts covers a range of artistic work. In our survey, we asked about carnivals, street arts and circus and cultural festivals. Carnival arts combine music, literature, drama, dance, performance, live and visual arts in a participatory event that usually occurs in the street. 

In the 12 months before interview:

· over one quarter (26%) of our sample had attended either a carnival, street arts event or circus 

· 19% reported having been to a carnival and 11% to a street arts or circus event
. Over three-quarters (76%) of those who had attended a carnival went to only one during the year

· 8% of respondents said they had been to a cultural festival in 2003

Dance
Almost one in eight (12%) of those who took part in the survey said they had been to a dance performance in the last year. Of these, 4% had been to a contemporary dance performance, while 2% had been to the ballet.

About one in fourteen (7%) said they had watched dance on television, video or DVD in the four weeks before they were interviewed.

We also asked our interviewees whether they had done any dance themselves. In the 12 months before interview:

· 10% said they had danced for fitness

· less than 1% had done ballet, but 6% had done some other form of dance

· 3% had been to a dance or drama class 

· 2% belonged to a dance, theatre or drama group

Drama and theatre

In 2003, a quarter of our sample (25%) had been to a play or drama in the previous 12 months. The proportion of respondents attending musicals in 2003 was 26%.

About the same proportion (25%) had watched a play or drama on television, video or DVD in the four weeks before they were interviewed. Another 12% said they had listened to a play or drama on the radio, and 4% had listened on a CD, mini disc, tape or record in the same period. Only 1% of respondents had listened to a play or drama on the internet during the last 12 months.

When asked whether they had taken part in any drama activities themselves:

· 2% said they had performed in or rehearsed a play

· 3% had been to a dance or drama class

· 2% had taken part in a dance or drama group

Literature

Reading for pleasure was the most commonly reported activity among our sample. Almost three-quarters (73%) of those interviewed said they had done this in the last year. Of these 4,357 people:

· 77% had read works of fiction, including novels, plays and short stories

· 49% had read non-fiction

· 35% said they had read biographies

· 9% had read poetry

Not only did a high proportion of people read for pleasure, they also read frequently. Almost three in five (56%) of those who read fiction did so at least once a week, as did 39% of those who read non-fiction.

Half the sample (50%) had bought a novel, play or poetry for themselves in the last year, while 4% had written stories or plays and 4% had written poetry.

About one in 12 interviewees (8%) said they had been to an event connected with books or literature in the last 12 months.

In the last year:

· 1% had been to a creative writing class

· less than 1% had taken part in a writers’ group

We also asked our sample whether they had listened to a poetry or book reading on various audio-visual media in the last four weeks.

· Six per cent said they had listened to a programme of this kind on the radio

· Five per cent had listened to a poetry or book reading on CD, mini disc, tape or record

· Two per cent said they had watched a television programme of this nature

· During the last 12 months, 1% of those taking part in the survey had listened to a poetry or book reading on the internet

Music

There was widespread engagement with music among those who took part in the survey. In the last 12 months:

· one in five (20%) adults had been to a pop or rock concert

· one in 10 (10%) said they had been to a classical concert

· 6% had seen a live opera or operetta

· 6% reported going to a jazz concert

A third (33%) of those who had been to a classical concert said they went three or more times a year.

A very high proportion of our sample had listened to a wide range of music on various audio-visual media in the last four weeks.

· More than two out of three (68%) of the people who were interviewed had listened to rock or pop on CD, mini disc, tape or record or on the radio (66%). Almost half (48%) had watched rock or pop on television

· People in our sample were four times more likely to have listened to classical music on CD, mini disc, tape or record in the last four weeks (40%) than to have gone to a live concert in the last year (10%)

· A higher proportion had also listened to opera or operetta (12%) and to jazz (18%) on CD, mini disc, tape or record than had been to a live concert for the same categories in the last year (6% in each category)

At least one in 10 of our sample made music themselves:

· 9% had played a musical instrument for their own pleasure

· 4% had sung to an audience

· 3% had played a musical instrument to an audience

· 1% had written some music in the last year

Some of those interviewed had been to music classes (3%) or belonged to a music group (2%).

Visual arts and crafts

More than one in five (22%) people had been to an exhibition of art, photography or sculpture in the last year, compared with 19% in 2001. About one in 12 (8%) had visited an event including video or electronic art.

One in 25 of our sample (5%) had looked at works of visual art on the internet in the last year.

Our interviewees practised a range of visual arts and crafts themselves. 

During the last year:

· 13% had painted, drawn, made prints or sculpted

· 10% had made original works of art using a computer – an increase from 4% in 2001

· 8% had done photography as an artistic activity, up from 6% in 2001

· 6% had bought an original work of art

Almost one in five (19%) people had been to a crafts exhibition. People in our sample also undertook several types of craftwork.

· 23% of women, but only 1% of men, said they did textile crafts

· 8% of men, but only 1% of women, had done woodcrafts such as woodturning, carving or furniture making

· more than one in 10 (11%) of interviewees had bought an original piece of handmade craft in the last year

In the last year, 2% had been to a painting, drawing or other visual arts lesson or class, 2% had been to a crafts lesson or class and 2% had also belonged to a painting, drawing or other visual arts group.

Barriers to engagement in the arts
The most frequently cited reasons that prevented people from visiting or attending arts or cultural events were difficulty in finding time (48%) and cost (34%). 
The reasons given by interviewees for not attending more events varied according to their gender, age, and socio-economic status. For example:

· Women were more likely than men to give the following as reasons for not attending more events – cost (39% of women compared with 28% of men), family pressures (16% of women compared with 11% of men) and lack of transport (14% of women compared with 9% of men) 

· Younger people aged 16–24 were more likely than those aged 35 or over to mention cost as a reason for not attending (45% of those aged 16–24 said this, compared with fewer than 40% of all other groups aged 35 and over)

· People in managerial and professional groups were most likely to mention lack of time as a factor in not attending more events (59% compared with less than 48% of all other socio-economic groups) 

There were also marked differences between the perceived barriers for those who wished to attend more than they did currently and those who did not. 

For those who did wish to increase their attendance, difficulty in finding the time was the reason most frequently expressed (58% of respondents). Similarly, those who had accessed the arts through media were also more likely to mention this reason (49% of media users compared with 19% of non-media users).

Perhaps unsurprisingly, people who did not wish to consider attending more than they had been, cited ‘lack of interest’ as the most common reason (40%). This was also the most common reason mentioned by 34% of non-media users (compared with 16% of media users). 

Attitudes to the arts 
People in our sample showed general agreement with statements about the contribution that the arts make to the country as a whole, and the importance of engaging schoolchildren in arts activities:

· Three-quarters (75%) thought that the arts play a valuable role in the life of the country 

· Almost three quarters (74%) of interviewees thought that arts from different cultures contribute a lot to this country 
· All but a minority believed schoolchildren should have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument or participate in other arts activities (97%)
Seventy-nine per cent of people interviewed agreed that arts and cultural projects should receive public funding, an increase of five percentage points since 2001.

Young people aged 16–24 were more likely than those from older age groups to think that the amount of public money spent on the arts and cultural activities at both a local and national level was too low. Almost a third (30%) of this age group felt that spending at a local level was too low and a fifth (20%) felt that spending at a national level was too low.
Regional engagement with the arts

In this section, we present some selected findings on regional engagement with the arts.

Attendance

The proportion of people who had attended at least one arts event in the 12 months before they were interviewed ranged from 69% in the North East to 86% in the South East.

Looking across the individual arts and cultural events, people from London and the South East were more likely than those from other regions to have gone to several types of event. For example:

· Londoners were more likely to have seen an exhibition or collection of art, photography or sculpture (31% compared with 24% or fewer in other regions)

· A higher proportion of Londoners had been to a cultural festival (14%, compared with 9% or fewer in other regions)

· People from London and the South East were more likely to have visited a museum or art gallery (44% and 43%, respectively, compared with 38% or fewer from other regions)

Participation

The differences in levels of participation between the nine government regions were slightly less marked than for attendance. The proportions participating in at least one activity ranged from 80% of people in the North East to 90% in the East Midlands.

There were some differences in participation between the regions. For example:

· The proportions of people who had read for pleasure in the last 12 months ranged from 67% in the North East to 76% in the South East, although the differences between individual regions were not always significant

· People from the North East were least likely to have bought a novel, fiction, play or poetry for themselves (40%, compared with 47% or more in other regions)

· The percentage of people who had done textile crafts in the last 12 months ranged from 10% in London to 17% in the East region. Again, the differences between individual regions were not always significant

Attitudes

There was strong support for and positive attitudes towards the arts across the nine Government office regions:

· The percentage of people agreeing that all schoolchildren should have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument or participate in other activities ranged from 95% in Yorkshire and The Humber, the East and London, to 99% in the East Midlands

· London (82%) had the highest proportion agreeing that the ‘arts play a valuable role in the life of the country’. The North East had the lowest proportion, with 64% agreeing

· People in London, the South East and South West (all 67%) were most likely to agree that ‘if my local area lost its arts and cultural activities, the people living here would lose something of value’. The North East had the lowest proportion, with 53% agreeing

· Over half of Londoners (51%) agreed that ‘the arts play a valuable role in my life’; while in the North East only 24% agreed

Viewing and listening through audio-visual and online media

People in London and the South East were more likely than those in any other region to have bought tickets online (23% and 20%, respectively).

The proportion buying tickets on the internet ranged from 11% in Yorkshire and The Humber to 23% in London.























































� The individual percentages for carnival and for street arts and circus include respondents who had been to both events.







