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Opportunities March 2009
Digital Content Development (DCD) Programme

The Digital Content Development (DCD) Programme is a three year Arts Council England, West Midlands programme to encourage arts organisations to develop imaginative, bold and ground-breaking approaches to the creation of digital content that will develop and deepen engagement with new audiences. 

The programme is directed at organisations only, not individual practitioners.

DCD has budgets of approximately £160,000 in financial years 09/10 and 10/11 (subject to spending review approval). DCD sets no limit on the scale of investment it is prepared to consider for any project.

DCD will work in parallel with the Channel 4, Advantage West Midlands and Screen West Midlands 4IP programme. DCD support may be used as partnership funding by arts organisations wishing to develop an application to 4IP.

The first successful applications to Digital Content Development Programme were awarded funding at a meeting of the DCD selection panel on Tuesday 17 February.  Five further applications were considered at a meeting on Thursday 26 March.  

DCD coordinator, Steve Manthorp is holding monthly surgeries throughout the year to discuss the development of DCD project applications.  These sessions are held at the West Midlands office, 82 Granville Street, Birmingham, B1 2LH with.  Confirmed surgery dates are:

Tuesday 21 April

Wednesday 20 May
To book a surgery slot with Steve please contact Laura Killeen at laura.killeen@artscouncil.org.uk or 0121 631 5739.
Full details of the programme and how to apply are available at: http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/regions/news_detail.php?browse=homepage&rid=8&id=1103
Artists taking the lead briefings

Artists of all kinds from across the UK and the West Midlands are being challenged to use the nation as a blank canvas for twelve inspirational commissions that will showcase our creativity to the world, as part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad. 
12 commissions of up to £500,000 will be awarded to create 12 new works of art across the country; one in each of the nine English regions, and in the nations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

From 19 March, until Friday 29 May 2009, artists can submit their ideas for the commissions online at www.artiststakingthelead.org.uk. 
To learn more about the artists taking the lead programme please come along to a West Midlands briefing:

17 April 2009 - 10:30 at the Birmingham Rep Theatre, Birmingham

21 April 2009 - 14:00 at the Courtyard, Hereford

29 April 2009 - 10:00 at the New Vic Theatre, Newcastle-under-Lyme

The briefings are free to attend but places do need to be booked.  They will last no longer than 2 hours. To book a place please send your name and contact details to Louisa Griffiths at louisa.griffiths@artscouncil.org.uk or call her on 0121 631 5737, stating which of the briefings you wish to attend.

Grants for the arts surgeries in Combined Arts and Music
Grants for the arts are for individuals, arts organisations and other people who use the arts in their work. They are for activities carried out over a set period and which engage people in England in arts activities, and help artists and arts organisations in England carry out their work. Grants for the arts is funded by the National Lottery.

Combined Arts and Music Officers are offering advice sessions in April to discuss potential Grants for the arts projects with applicants. These sessions are held at the West Midlands office, 82 Granville Street, Birmingham, B1 2LH.

Rachel Willis-Griffin, Combined Arts Officer – Thursday 9 April

Rachel has 45 minutes slots available between 9am – 4pm

Kevin DaCosta, Music Officer – Thursday 2 April and Thursday 18 April

Kevin holds sessions twice monthly. On surgery days Kevin holds sessions over the phone from 9.30am – 12.30pm and face-to-face meetings between 1.30pm – 6.15pm.


To book a place please contact Rebecca Williams, Arts Administrator at rebecca.williams@artscouncil.org.uk or call 0121 631 5716.

ArtsFest applications open
Applicants for the UK’s biggest free arts festival are being sought from artists across the West Midlands for this year’s weekend celebration in Birmingham, planned for 11 -13  September. 

ArtsFest, now in its 12th year, celebrates the creative talent in the region, and offers artists the opportunity to perform and exhibit for the hundreds of thousands of people attracted to the festival from all over the UK.  The festival offers artists the chance to showcase and promote their work and to build their profile and audience, whilst visitors get to sample everything from traditional to cutting edge arts and entertainments, all free of charge.

Applications opened on 9th March, and ArtsFest is seeking creative people of all ages and from all artforms, whether community groups, amateur or professionals, to get involved.  Anyone interested in applying should go to www.artsfest.org.uk for the full guidelines and to download the application forms.

ArtsFest is organised by Birmingham City Council, with support from a huge number of sponsors, partners, arts organisations and volunteers.  Applications must be received by 3rd April, and applicants will be informed whether they are successful by the end of June. For more information go to www.artsfest.org.uk or contact the ArtsFest team on 0121 464 5678.

Rebirth

Rebirth project - Call-out to creative writers in North Staffordshire.  Deadline 15th April. In spring 2009 a new Maternity Centre at North Staffordshire Maternity Hospital, City General will open, and artists, photographers, documentary makers, writers and dancers are being asked to work in collaboration with staff, patients and families to celebrate, document and explore the transformation.
As part of the project, people are being asked to write three-line poems on the theme of Rebirth. Some of the poems will be included in large-scale projections onto the buildings, some will be printed, included in a documentary film and installed in large-scale text in the new Maternity Centre.
Please send responses to rosemary.strang@uhns.nhs.uk
School of Jewellery – Summer Short Course Programme

The School of Jewellery and Jewellery Industry Innovation Centre located in Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter, have launched a six week summer short course programme for 2009 which begins on June 29th. 
More than 50 courses have been planned offering professional development to beginners or experienced creative practitioners. For more details visit www.jewellery-inovation.co.uk or telephone 0121 248 4584
AMA Workshop on press and PR
AMA (Arts Marketing Association) are holding a Strategic Storytelling workshop on press and PR for arts professionals with some experience of press (or a press and marketing role) who would like to develop their skills to make more effective use of their time when dealing with press and media work.

Strategic storytelling workshops will be held at the CBSO Centre in Birmingham on 22 April, West Yorkshire Playhouse in Leeds on 23 April, Festival Theatre Edinburgh on 28 April and at The Women’s Library in London on 14 May (all workshops from 10.00am to 5.00pm).

The cost for AMA members is £129 + VAT and non members £185 + VAT. For further information visit www.a-m-a.co.uk, e-mail anna@a-m-a.co.uk or call 01223 578078
Finance courses from Arts and Business

VAT and the Arts - Thursday 14th May – 14:00 to 16:30
Leicester venue (tbc)

This master class will explore the underlying principles of VAT and applying it in problematic applications. This course should be of use to trustees, managers, artists, treasurers and funding bodies.
Financial Understanding - Wednesday 10th June – 10:30 – 13:00
Derby Venue (tbc)
This course is designed to equip people with the required skills and techniques to translate, evaluate and utilise financial statements.  The benefit will be seen in more effective management control, reporting and decision making.  
For further information please contact Rekha Champaneri on Tel 0121 248 1200 or email rekha.champaneri@AandB.org.uk
Hire Space at Wolverhampton Art Gallery

Wolverhampton Art Gallery will be launching the brand new Hire Space, on Saturday 28 March 2009 from 2pm to 4pm.  Converted from the previous shop premises located near the Lichfield Street entrance, the Hire Space will provide a platform to showcase art by artists who were born, work or study in the West Midlands. 
Annually the Hire Space will provide seven exhibition slots for artists to hire and three slots for use by Wolverhampton Arts + Museums Education and Outreach teams. The cost will be £195 to hire for four weeks. Exhibitors will also receive a free 30-minute consultation regarding exhibiting and booking the space, in addition to a platform for which to sell their work.

For further information please contact laura.marsh@wolverhampton.gov.uk or to 01902 552055. 

