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	Date
	Friday 13 February 2009 

	Time
	10.30am

	Location
	Arts Council England, Yorkshire Office

	

	Attending
	Janet Barnes

Cllr John Fort

David Nixon

Cllr Mike Pye

Cllr Christian Vassie 

Andy Carver, Executive Director

Ivor Davies, Director of Performing Arts

Sally Dowell, Head of Finance & Business Support

Adrian Friedli, Director of Visual Arts & Literature 

Cluny Macpherson, Head of External Relations



	Apologies
	Leila Jancovich

Sohail Khan

Cllr Christine O’Sullivan

Cllr John Procter

Stephen Purcell 

William Weston 

Ann Wallis, Head of Development



	Note Taker
	Abi Cattley, Executive Assistant



	
	Action
	Date

	34.1 Attendance and apologies

The Chair noted the apologies. 

Council members recounted details of their recent arts experiences. 

	
	

	34.2 Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair.  
	
	

	34.3 Matters arising

Cllr John Fort provided an update relating to police activity at festivals. He advised that a paper relating to this issue is currently going through the county council, and he will circulate to RAC members when it is ratified. 

Andy Carver advised that a report on the 2012 cultural programme will be brought to the April meeting. This will set out regional arrangements in relation to all cultural aspects of 2012 in the region, not just the formal cultural Olympiad. 

	Andy / Cluny
	April RAC

	34.4 Regularly funded organisations 2008-11

Phoenix Dance Theatre
Redacted for confidentiality. 

Regional council noted the position and re-confirmed that they were happy to continue funding at the agreed levels for 2009-2011.
Musicport

Redacted for confidentiality.
Doncaster new performance venue 
Redacted for confidentiality.

Following discussion on the recommendations in the paper, regional council agreed to defer regular funding to Doncaster new performance venue in 2009-2011. Further updates on this will be brought to regional council at a later date.   


	
	

	34.5 Organisational review update
Redacted for confidentiality. 

	
	

	34.6 Equality Duty Compliance
Andy Carver advised that a national paper had been circulated for this item, but the paper was not sufficiently contextualised for regional council. Ann Wallis will provide an updated version of the paper for regional council in April, which will bring forward any implications and issues at a regional level. 

	
	

	34.7 Update from National Council meeting
The chair provided an update from the recent National Council meetings. 
National council had agreed that regional council should make decisions on RFO allocations below £800,000 which do not require national council ratification, rather than the previous £5m threshold. Andy advised that this will only impact on five regularly funded organisations in this region and he does not see any delays or issues arising from this decision. 
The regional council application policy was reviewed by national council and it was decided that regional council members would have a standard term of three years, with the possibility of renewal for a further three years. 


	
	

	34.8  Officers reports

The reports were noted and welcomed.  

Andy Carver advised that the format of the reports had been updated by Cluny Macpherson. They now contain an executive summary at the start of each section, and headings have been changed to be brought in line with the current regional Arts Council plan. The chair noted she felt that this was a more readable, smoother format.

Council members showed interest in a report by Pete Massey, Regional Partnerships Officer, relating to Local Area agreements and engagement in the arts. Cluny noted that the data discussed in the report was collected as an addition to Sport England’s Active People survey, and there is a view that it under-reports arts engagement compared with the DCMS Taking Part survey, for example.
The chair felt it would be useful to have a short presentation around this subject at a future regional council meeting.  Andy and Cluny agreed to speak to Pete about arranging this. 

	Andy / Cluny


	April RAC

	34.9 Financial reporting

Regional council noted the report. 

	
	

	34.10 Any other business

Cllr John Fort queried if other local authority members of regional council would like to jointly form a response to the organisational review proposals when they go to formal consultation. 
Andy Carver advised that was a decision for the elected members to take themselves.  He would be able to provide more information on how external stakeholders can respond if they felt they would like to follow this up. He reminded council members that details of the response gained at this meeting would be collated and sent to National Office. 

	Andy
	

	The meeting closed at 12.30.  Next meeting to be held on Friday 24 April, 2009. 
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