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Information
Grants for the arts – capital applications (building projects and equipment purchase)
This leaflet complements other guidance for Grants for the arts but does not replace it. Before you apply you should study all the information and talk to your regional office.  

Arts organisations and other organisations who use the arts as part of their work can apply for a grant of up to £100,000 for a capital project.  The capital project can be the sole subject of an application or one part of a larger application.  
In special circumstances, we can assess applications for grants of over £100,000 for larger capital projects.  However, you can only apply if you receive a letter from your regional office agreeing to this beforehand.  You must send this written agreement with your application.  We can only assess your application if you include this letter.  Competition for funds is strong and we do not expect to be able to support more than a few capital applications over £100,000 in any one financial year because of our limited budget.  

Our priority for awarding grants for building works will be works (including fit-out) relating to existing arts facilities.
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1
Definition of a capital project

A capital asset is an individual item costing more than £2,000 that has a useful economic life after the completion of the project. 

· These items may be building assets (e.g. refurbishment works to an existing theatre) or non-building assets (e.g. computers, vehicles, theatre lighting equipment)

· A useful economic life means the period over which an asset is expected to be usable, with normal repairs and maintenance, for the purpose it was acquired.  This is normally expressed in number of years (usually less than the asset's physical life). 

· Assets must be used continually with no plans to sell.  We expect the applicant to keep equipment purchased with the aid of our grant for a certain time period, for example:
· Musical instruments and fixed technical equipment (e.g. lighting rigs, staging, sound infrastructure) for 5 years

· Vehicles, computer and touring technical equipment for 3 years  

· Our period of interest for all building projects will be for a period of 5 years for grants of up to £100,000 (in the event of us awarding a grant of over £100,000, this period would be extended to 10 years). 
2
Types of capital project applications

· Building works for existing arts facilities, including fit-out, and so creating a longer life for the asset, greater capacity, or increasing the quality or value of the asset (requires our written agreement prior to application)
· Buildings works for new arts facilities, including fit-out (requires our written agreement prior to application)
· Purchasing new premises for arts use, freehold or leasehold interests (requires our written agreement prior to application)
· Buying equipment or vehicles

· Purchasing and/or installing new technology, including digital
2.1
Building-based applications
Building-based applications may include the cost of:
· professional fees

· construction costs

· fit out and equipment costs

· non recoverable VAT

· inflation

· contingencies

· closure costs (temporary accommodation, removals, other disruption costs)

· commissioning artists or craftspeople

· training and equipment costs directly related to the building project

· start-up costs, e.g. the re-launch of the new facility
· additional staffing for specific work during the capital project
We will not fund:

· repair and maintenance

· future day-to-day running costs of the organisation or building
· feasibility or design development work (see below for more details)

If you are applying for funding towards a major capital project that will follow the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Plan of Work, the project must normally have already achieved RIBA Stage D, by which time the project brief and designs should be developed.  Please contact us for advice for applications at earlier stages for feasibility or costs associated with producing detailed designs and specifications for capital works.

If you are applying for a building project, you should complete the ‘Advice form – building projects’.  This form will allow us to make an informed decision about giving you our written agreement to apply.
2.2
Equipment-based applications

Equipment-based applications may include the cost of:

· sound and lighting equipment

· musical instruments (please see our information sheet: ‘Musical instruments and second-hand equipment’)
· vans, minibuses and trailers

· cameras, editing and video equipment (please see our information sheet: ‘The moving image’)
· box office equipment

· new media equipment for experimental artwork

· Integrated IT solutions which develop an organisation’s activities

· audio visual or multimedia equipment

· recording equipment

· broadcasting equipment

· equipment for making facilities accessible to people with disabilities as part of a wider project.

· You can also apply for the cost of training as long as it is directly related to the new equipment. 

We will not fund:

· second-hand equipment (apart from some musical instruments)
· uniforms and costumes

· consumable and disposable items, e.g. art materials, sheet music, books
3
The process











*Please note that obtaining our written agreement to apply does not guarantee that your application will be successful.
4
Policy

We want to encourage the development of arts buildings of high architectural quality that are environmentally friendly and energy efficient, provide maximum independent access for people with disabilities, and are financially sustainable in the long term.

The Arts Council invests in capital projects to ensure that the facilities and infrastructure are available for all sectors of the community to experience art, whether as a participant or as audience. We want to remove as many barriers that may exist in enjoying art, which includes those that exist in the built environment.

4.1
Obtaining our written agreement to apply

· Prior to submitting an application, you will require our written agreement to apply if you are planning:
· to purchase new premises for arts use (freehold or leasehold interests) 

· buildings works for new arts facilities (including fit-out)
· building works for existing arts facilities (including fit-out)

You do not need our written agreement to apply if you are planning:

· to buy equipment/vehicles

· to purchase and/or install new technology (including digital)

· The reason why you need our written agreement to apply in certain circumstances is that we need to make sure that plans for new or improved arts facilities do not duplicate or potentially destabilise current provision and that the future capital and revenue needs of these projects has been taken into account.  We also want to ensure that applications are sufficiently developed before being assessed for funding.

· Completion and submission of the ‘Advice form – building projects’ will allow us to consider providing you with our agreement to apply.

· If we give you our written agreement to apply, you must submit your application to us within a maximum of 6 months from the date of our agreement letter.  If you do not apply within this time period, your agreement letter will be deemed void and you will need to complete a new advice form and repeat the process.

· Please note that obtaining our written agreement to apply does not guarantee that your application will be successful.

As with all aspects of your application, you should consider questions of quality and fitness for purpose. Particular attention should be paid to design, access to the building and the specialist advice you require

4.2
Considerations for all capital applications
· You should ensure that your project budget is realistic and includes a suitable amount for irrecoverable VAT (VAT you cannot claim back) as well as unexpected or unknown costs (a contingency) as once we have awarded your grant, we cannot increase it.
· You must have a detailed plan for managing your project so that you can complete it within the timetable and budget you have set. We expect you to have a detailed risk register for the project, which is updated regularly. This should be for the entire project and not just design and construction aspects. 

· The Arts Council takes a lead in setting high standards of physical access in the capital projects that it funds and in encouraging arts organisations to give consideration to what is needed to create a wholly inclusive environment.  As a minimum, your application will need to demonstrate that you are meeting your responsibilities as a service provider under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA).  However, please refer to our document ‘Building inclusion: Physical access guidance for the arts’ available on our website for more specific access guidance. (See section 2.6 Access for more information and a link to this document.)

· It is important for arts organisations to anticipate and respond to legislative changes around climate change and to acknowledge the increasing public pressure for responsible sustainable development.  Arts Council positively encourages all applicants to draw up an Energy Management Policy and to submit it as part of your application.
· Any offer of grant must be accepted within one month of us sending it (see Standard Conditions available on our website).  All building projects must start within 12 months of the date of our offer letter and all payments must be drawn down within a maximum of 36 months from the date of our offer letter.
· Assets must be used continually for the arts purpose as stated in your original application with no plans to sell.  

4.3
Considerations specific to building-based applications
· If you are applying for funding towards a major capital project which will follow the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Plan of Work, the project must normally have achieved RIBA Stage D, by which time the project brief and designs should be developed.  Please discuss with us applications at earlier stages for feasibility or costs associated with producing detailed designs and specifications for capital works.  It is possible that we will request further information from you in addition to your application and proposal.  Our requirements will be set out in our written agreement (see below).
· We will need to see evidence that the refurbishment, purchase or conversion of an existing building for arts purpose is vital to the development of your arts activities.

· We will only consider funding a building project if the organisation applying for the grant is, or will be, one of the following with respect to the funded building:
· a freeholder for 5 years

· a leaseholder with an unexpired lease of at least 5 years

(In the event of us awarding a grant of over £100,000, this period would be extended to 10 years.)
The building project must not be disposed of within these time periods.

· If your application includes the purchase of a freehold or leasehold, we will require you to provide an independent valuation undertaken by a Chartered Surveyor and a detailed explanation of how this assessment value was reached.

To estimate the market value, we will use the independent valuation you supply and the one commissioned by us. We will normally be prepared to support a purchase at a figure up to 10% above the top of any range in the valuation we have commissioned.

4.4
Considerations specific to equipment-based applications

We would normally expect the applicant to keep equipment purchased with the aid of our grant for a certain time period, for example:
· Musical instruments and fixed technical equipment (e.g. lighting rigs, staging, sound infrastructure) for 5 years

· Vehicles, computer and touring technical equipment for 3 years 
5
Principles

5.1
The arts

You need to demonstrate how the building will enable or enhance the arts activities you provide.  Artists, craftspeople and audiences can contribute to your project and should be involved as early as possible in your organisation’s work, as consultants in planning, designing or building facilities, or by making new commissioned work for the project.

5.2
Use

We expect you to have policies on equal opportunities and access and you should consider how the level of building/equipment use will support the implementation of these policies and to ensure that you are complying with statutory health and safety regulations.  You should also give consideration to training requirements and costs if you need to train people how to use the new building/equipment.
5.3
Specification
We want to encourage the development of arts buildings of high architectural quality.  The way the project is planned, designed and built, including the site (area around the building) and building and fit out, must be of a high standard and meet your needs. The aim is to ensure that the project meets high standards in terms of design and construction, taking due notice of priorities such as environmental standards, accessibility, cost effectiveness and value for money.

5.4
Procurement

Procedures to recruit consultants and contractors must be fair and open and keep to the relevant equality legislation.  In all applications regardless of level of funding we will ask you to give us details of the procurement (buying), tendering and selection process for all parts of your project.  

Your project may be covered by European Union (EU) procurement rules.  This will require that all services for both fees and construction will need to be tendered through the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU).

Projects funded by Arts Council England to non-public bodies are deemed to be subsidised services or works contracts under Regulation 25 of the Public Services Contracts Regulations 1993 and Regulation 23 of the Public Works Contracts Regulations 1991 respectively. 

Where the amount of money given to a client either solely by Arts Council England, or in conjunction with other public funding (i.e. ERDF, local authority, Heritage Lottery Fund or other lottery distributors), exceeds 50% of the estimated cost of the contract, and exceed the thresholds noted above, the client is obliged to adhere to EU Procurement Regulations.

The applicable thresholds can be found on the Office of Government Commerce (OGC) website at www.ogc.gov.uk . Thresholds are reviewed annually in January. Different thresholds apply where funding is granted to a public body. If they are an existing public body, they will have to comply with the thresholds that apply to them already; for instance, English Heritage is a 'Schedule 1' body; Local Authorities have higher threshold figures.

Please note the thresholds apply to all individual consultants appointments (or to the aggregate fee as a single appointment) and to construction works.
5.5
Environmental Considerations

Recent legislation places a duty upon public buildings of a certain size to measure and communicate the energy efficiency of their buildings. Furthermore, planning authorities are required to take account of the Government’s policy on renewable energy when making planning decisions.

It is important for arts organisations to anticipate and respond to legislative changes around climate change and to acknowledge the increasing public pressure for responsible sustainable development.  In particular, building-based organisations can derive significant benefits from adopting best practice energy management, such as reducing their operating costs by up to 20%.

We support sustainable development activities that demonstrate good practice for the arts sector and positively encourage all applicants to draw up an Energy Management Policy to submit with your application. 

This need not be a complicated document, but it should include:

· a statement of support for energy management from your chair or board

· a commitment to measure and publicly report your building’s energy performance

· details on who will be responsible for actioning the improvements

· an undertaking to review the policy within a fixed time scale

For more information on how to reduce your carbon footprint, go to www.artsenergy.org.uk
5.6
Access

As part of your building-based or equipment-based application, you should give consideration to ensuring equal access and, as a minimum, that you are meeting your responsibilities as a service provider under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA).

Physical access to buildings is often the first aspect that people think of when considering the needs of disabled people. When planning a new build or refurbishment of an existing building to benefit the arts, you will need to consider all areas of the building. This means areas used by performers and staff as well as those that are publicly accessible.   
Our recently updated guidance on best practice in physical access goes above and beyond the statutory requirements of Part M of the Building Regulations and explains your responsibilities under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA).  The guidance should help you to plan for equal access by considering what is needed to create an inclusive environment whereby disabled people (and others who find the built environment disabling including older people and those with young children) can enter and leave a building by the same route as everybody else, and use all facilities/equipment within it safely, confidently and with ease.

The guidance document, ‘Building inclusion: Physical access guidance for the arts’, is available from our website and covers the following areas:
· Arrival and circulation

· Audience spaces

· Artist and staff facilities

· Toilet and rest facilities

· Signage and navigation

· Maintenance and safety
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/publication_archive/building-inclusion-physical-access-guidance-for-the-arts/

5.7
Financial Viability 

You must carefully consider the project’s effect on your long-term operation and budget for it. In addition to the capital grant you are seeking, you will also need to budget for the running costs of the building and/or equipment.  You must not assume that the Arts Council will pay for the future running costs arising from the project. Such costs may include: 

· maintenance

· storage

· security

· insurance

· staffing 

You will need to make sure that you have considered VAT within your costs, as appropriate to your organisation's VAT status. Even if you are registered for VAT you may not be able to claim back all of it against the capital project.  You should seek specialist advice on your organisation’s ability to reclaim VAT on your capital project.

Depending on the timetable of the building project, you may need to include an allowance for inflation in your budget. 

You should also factor into your budget the possibility of incurring unexpected or unknown costs (a contingency) as once we have awarded your grant, we cannot increase it.
6
Guidance for developing a building project

Since 1994 Arts Council England has supported the development of over 500 arts buildings with £1.4 billion through lottery funding.  Over this period it has been our aim to ensure that these projects reach high standards of design quality and construction.  We have collected together some of our knowledge to help in the development of a capital project.

Arts Council England and the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) have jointly produced ‘Building excellence in the arts: A guide for clients’.  The document gives a good background to the process of undertaking a capital project.  This is an online document and can be downloaded in pdf format from our website: http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/search/?query=building+excellence
Further to this both the Arts Council and CABE have a collection of case studies of capital projects which you can download from the links below:

CABE: http://www.cabe.org.uk/case-studies/listing?tag=Arts&tagId=7&type=case-studies
Arts Council England: http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/search/?query=capital+case+study
7
Making your application to Grants for the arts

The completion of a building project will be a significant asset. When completing the standard Grants for the arts application form and your proposal you should provide evidence for the following:

· the building project

· the benefit to the public

· the ways in which it will enhance your arts activities

· how the budget is suited to the activity you are planning, including details of how you have worked out any fees and costs e.g. contingency, inflation

· any effect the activity will have on your long-term financial position

You should include details of any contingency or inflation in your application. This is important as, once an award is made, the level of grant cannot be increased.

We expect you to deliver the project as outlined in your application. You must therefore not make any changes to your project without our written consent.  

Pre-construction

· Land and property purchase – include costs or any options to buy land or property.

· Legal and other fees – include all fees relating to buying land or property, including valuation fees, surveys and legal costs.

Design and construction

· Design team’s fees – give all the design team’s fees. This figure relates to the design team who would normally be paid either a lump sum or a percentage of the subtotal construction costs.

· Design contingency – include the total design contingency figure for the entire project. This will vary depending on the scale of the project. 

· Construction – estimate total construction costs, including preliminaries, external work, performance bonds or warranties, exclusions and allowances. The level of detail will depend on the RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) stage of your project.

· Construction contingency – include a total construction contingency figure for the entire project. This will vary depending on the scale of the project. This will cover any unexpected extra construction costs that might arise, such as estimation errors and time overrun. It will be used to cover any extra construction costs that may arise during the construction phase.

· Inflation – include the inflation costs for the construction period and the feasibility and design development stages of your project. Your revenue budgets, cash-flow figures and expected balance sheets should all use the same approach to inflation. At the appropriate stage in your project, your quantity surveyor should give all figures in the current year’s prices and add on a general inflation figure, covering all parts of the project.

Client-generated costs

· Client team costs – include all costs for the client team to run the project, such as overheads, planning fees and statutory charges, drawing production costs, extra equipment needed during the project, payments (including travel expenses) and any other costs excluded from fee negotiations. Costs of employing a project manager to manage the project can also be included, as well as fees for extra staff, advisors and specialists appointed to help develop the project.

· The amount of budget information and detail we need is likely to be different for each building project. Use the form as a summary and include any extra detailed budget information we have asked you to provide.

Other expenditure

· Include any other expenditure for your activity that is not included elsewhere. 

· Include any irrecoverable VAT (VAT you cannot claim back). You should get specialist advice about VAT issues. Organisations that are VAT-registered will not necessarily be able to claim back all of the VAT against the capital project. Arts organisations are often made up of business and non-business activity. In general, organisations can only claim back that proportion of VAT that is equal to the proportion of income relating to business activity and not their non-business activity. The development of a capital project may change your VAT status. You need to consider the VAT implications of your project at an early stage in the planning, as even recoverable VAT payments can cause cash-flow problems. We advise organisations to arrange for monthly returns if not already doing so, to help with cash flow. In the first instance, you can get more guidance from your accountant or VAT specialist.

· Closure costs – include all costs directly associated with closure. This includes staff redundancy costs created by closure, removals, temporary work and reinstatement costs, and temporary accommodation costs. There will be other costs relating to closure, and you should include a realistic figure.

· We will need to be sure that you will have funds available to cover all the running costs of the building for a reasonable number of years after the building project has been concluded.  You should give your estimated income and expenditure for the years during the project and for three years afterwards.

· You should tell us how you have chosen any consultants working on the project and show that their recruitment has been fair and open.

· You should also submit an access statement or a full access audit (depending on the level of grant requested) 

· Give details of the stage you have reached in getting planning permission or listed building consent, if you need them.  It is your responsibility for seeking, or not seeking, planning permission. If required, planning permission should be granted before any work begins.

What information we might ask you for

We will ask you to submit supporting information appropriate to the level of capital funding that you are requesting.  This will vary in detail and may include some or all of the following:

· Project brief; including design concept

· Feasibility / options appraisal

· Design team / selection

· Site information, site plan and images of the existing building

· Relationship to other development, if appropriate

· Existing drawings

· Proposed drawings

· Budget and cost information

· Programme / design construction

· Access

· Building services

· Building structure

· Consultants’ reports

· Involvement of artists

· Planning permission confirmation
· Lease agreement

8
If your application is successful

If your application is successful and we make you an award, we will inform you in writing and we will confirm if there are any specific conditions attached to the award.  We will send you a formal offer letter explaining what you must do to claim the grant.  This will include any specific conditions of our funding along with our standard conditions of grant.  Our offer of grant must be accepted within one month of the date of the offer letter.  Once we have awarded a grant, we cannot give any more funding to the project.

We will monitor your grant to ensure that:

· the project is completed in line with the proposals outlined in your approved application

· lottery funds are used for the intended purpose 

· we can account for the use of the funds we distribute

· we can demonstrate the positive effect the arts can have on the lives of people in England

We expect you to monitor progress and keep us up to date on the project.  For larger projects, we may also appoint, at our cost, independent monitors to help us with this.

Following the final payment of your award, we will retain an ‘interest’ in lottery funded building projects (you must not dispose of any assets paid for with the aid of lottery funds at any time during the period of interest) and these are as follows

· Musical instruments and fixed technical equipment (e.g. lighting rigs, staging, sound infrastructure) for 5 years

· Vehicles, computer and touring technical equipment for 3 years  
· Our period of interest for all building projects will be for a period of 5 years for grants of up to £100,000 (in the event of us awarding a grant of over £100,000, this period would be extended to 10 years). 

8.1
Payment of your grant
In order to release payment of your grant, we will require evidence of expenditure along with a progress report.  Before the final payment can be made, we will ask you to submit an activity report form and ensure that the lottery logo is being used in accordance with our guidance.  Full details of the form that you will need to submit will be included in your offer letter.

8.2
Complying with conditions of grant
You must not make any changes to the project without our written agreement.  Major changes include such things as:

· Budget

· Partnership funding

· The people involved

· Where the project takes place, including change of the building

· Significant design changes (resulting from value engineering or planning conditions)

· The project timetable

9
Further information

The following agencies may be able to provide information and support during the development of your capital project.  Please note that Arts Council England cannot recommend specific consultants or specialists.

9.1
Contacts - design team professional bodies

Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)

66 Portland Place

London W1A 4AD

Tel: 0207 580 5533

Fax: 0207 255 4294

Website: www.architecture.com
Email: |bal@inst.riba.org


The RIBA Client Advisory Service in London and the RIBA Competitions Office in Leeds (www.ribacompetitions.com) are able to assist in finding and selecting an architect with appropriate and relevant experience. The Competitions Office can be engaged to help run either a competition or a competitive interview.

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS)

12 Great George Street

Parliament Square

London SW1P 3AD

Tel: 0207 222 7000

Website: www.rics.org.uk 

Email: contactrics@rics.org.uk
Website includes a search facility for finding a surveyor or quantity surveyor by specialism or area

Association for Project Management (APM)

150 West Wycombe Road

High Wycombe

Bucks. HP12 3AE

Tel: 0845 4581944

Website: www.apm.org.uk
Email: secretariat@apm.org.uk
The Institution of Structural Engineers

11 Upper Belgrave Street

London SW1X 8BH

Tel: 0207 235 4535

Fax: 0207 235 4294

Website: www.istructe.org.uk 

Email: mail@istructe.org.uk
Association of Noise Consultants

6 Trap Road

Guilden Morden

Royston

Herts SG8 0JE

Tel: 01763 852958

Fax: 01763 853252

Website: www.association-of-noise-consultants.co.uk 

Email: mail@association-of-noise-consultants.co.uk
How to find an acoustician. Lists all members alphabetically and by area.

Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE)

Delta House

222 Balham High Road

London SW12 9BS

Tel: 0208 675 5211

Fax: 0208 675 5449

Website: www.cibse.org 

Email: enquiries@cibse.org
Association of British Theatre Technicians 

47 Bermondsey Street

London SE1 3XT

Tel: 0207 403 3778

Fax: 0207 378 6170

Website: www.abtt.org.uk
The ABTT Theatre Planning Committee will review (for a fee) schemes for new and remodelled theatres, opera house and concert halls brought to them by clients or consultants

Landscape Architects

Landscape Institute

6-8 Barnard Mews

London SW11 1QU

Tel: 020 7350 5200

Website: www.landscapeinstitute.org

Email: mail@landscapeinstitute.org


9.2
Contacts - Arts consultants 

Website: www.arts-consultants.org.uk
Database originally established by Arts Council England, which includes a range of consultancy services. Search can be refined by area, specialism, type of funding etc. This was established on an open access basis (e.g. organisations and individuals applied to be included on it). It is recommended that references be taken up regarding potential candidates before confirming the appointment.

9.3
Contacts - access and disability

Access Association

C/o Sue Fox

Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council Civic Centre

Darwall Street, Walsall WS1 1TP

01922 (V/M) 652010 (F) 614210

Website: www.access-association.org.uk
Email: web@accessassociation.co.uk
Artsline
54 Charlton Street, London NW1 1HS

020 (V/M) 7388 2227 (F) 7383 2653

Website: www.artsline.org.uk
Email: access@artline.org.uk 

Information on access to arts buildings

The Centre for Accessible Environments

Nutmeg House, 60 Gainsford Street,  London SE1 2NY 

(V/M) 020 7357 8182 (F) 020 7357 8183

Website: www.cae.org.uk
Email: info@cae.org.uk
Provides information and advice on access requirements. Holds an architectural advisory database. 

Equality and Human Rights Commission
London office
3 More London, Riverside, Tooley Street SE1 2RG
Tel: 020 3117 0235  F: 01925 884 275
 Website: www.equalityhumanrights.com
Email: info@equalityhumanrights.com
JMU Access Partnership
224, Great Portland Street, London W1W 5AA

Tel:020 7391 2002 
Fax: 020 7387 7109

Website: www.jmuaccess.org.uk
Email: jmu@rnib.org.uk
Good Gallery Guide

The Art House, Wakefield College, Thornes Park Campus, Thornes Park, Wakefield, WF2 8QZ

Tel: 01924 377748 
Fax: 01924 377090

Website: www.goodgalleryguide.com


Email: feedback@goodgalleryguide.com
Lists detailed access information about many galleries for disabled visitors including access reviews and access FAQs compiled by a disabled visitor.

National Register of Access Consultants
Nutmeg House, 60 Gainsford Street, London SE1 2NY 
020 7234 0434 Fax 020 7357 8183
Website: www.nrac.org.uk
Email: info@nrac.org.uk
Holds the National database of Access Auditors and Consultants

RADAR (Royal Association for Disability and Rehabilitation)

12 City Forum, 250 City Road, London EC1V 8AF 

020 (V) 7250 3222 (M) 7250 4119 (F) 7250 0121

Website: www.radar.org.uk
Email: radar@radar.org.uk
The Royal National Institute for the Blind

224 Great Portland Street, London W1N 6AA 

020 (V) 7388 1266 (F) 7388 2034

Also runs the Joint Mobility Unit (JMU Access Partnership)

For details of local RNIB transcription centres contact the RNIB, 

PO Box 173, Peterborough, PE2 6WS 

01733 (V) 370 777 (F) 371 555

Website: www.rnib.org.uk
Email: helpline@rnib.org.uk
The Royal National Institute for Deaf People

19-23 Featherstone Street, London EC1Y 8SL 

020 7296 (V) 8000 (M) 8001 (F) 8199

Website: www.rnid.org.uk
Email: informationline@rnid.org.uk
9.4
Contacts – environmental sustainability

The Carbon Trust

8th Floor, 3 Clement's Inn, London, WC2A 2AZ 

T: 0800 085 2005

F: 020 7170 7020

Website: www.carbontrust.co.uk

Email: customercentre@carbontrust.co.uk

The Carbon Trust was set up by government in 2001 as an independent company. Its mission is to accelerate the move to a low carbon economy by working with organisations to reduce carbon emissions and develop commercial low carbon technologies.
Building Research Establishment (BRE)
BRE

Bucknalls Lane, Watford, WD25 9XX

Tel:+44 (0)1923 664000

Website: www.bre.co.uk

Email: enquiries@bre.co.uk
The BRE Trust Companies mission is to build a better world and its vision is our unmistakable imprint on a highly regarded and sustainable built environment
BRE provide a complete range of consultancy, testing and commissioned research services covering all aspects of the built environment, and associated industries.  BRE make significant contributions to the developments of national and international standards and codes for construction and fire safety
BREEAM

BREEAM Centre, BRE, Garston, Watford, WD25 9XX

T: +44 (0)1923 664462

Website: www.breeam.org

Email: breeam@bre.co.uk 

BREEAM is the world’s longest standing and most widely used environmental assessment method for buildings. It sets the standard for best practice in sustainable development and demonstrates a level of achievement. It has become the vocabulary used to describe a building's environmental performance.

9.5
Websites - statutory and government

www.homeoffice.gov.uk 

The Home Office site includes information on fire precautions and fire safety.

www.hse.gov.uk
The Health & Safety Executive site includes guidance on a wide range of health and safety matters including how requirements based on EC directives fit with those under the Health & Safety at Work Act 1992 (Management Regulations) and on defining the obligations of employers under that Act.

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/buildingregulations/


The Department for Communities and Local Government site makes Building Regulations available on-line or to download

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/planningpolicyguidance/planningpolicystatements/planningpolicyguidance/


This site makes Planning Policy Guidance available on-line or to download

www.dti.gov.uk
The Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (formerly known as the Department for Trade and Industry) site gives details of availability and objectives of European Structural funds in UK

www.dclg.gov.uk


Department for Communities and Local Government includes details of European Union procurement regulations and procedures, and thresholds for supply for supplies, services and works.
Contact
Arts Council England
Grants for the arts

The Hive, 49 Lever Street
Manchester M1 1FN

Phone: 0845 300 6200

Textphone: 020 7973 6564

Email: enquiries@artscouncil.org.uk
www.artscouncil.org.uk
© Arts Council England June 2011

Read all information and guidance, including this document





Equipment-based applications - proceed directly to application stage





If you are applying for a building project, complete ‘Advice form – building projects’ and send it to us





Discuss project with us





Written agreement is required from your regional office before you apply








Fail to receive written agreement to apply from your regional office








Receive written agreement to apply from your regional office*








Make full Grants for the arts application to your regional office


Normal Gfta application timetable begins
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